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SITUATIONS VACANT 


SOWERBY DIVISIONAL LABOUR 
PARTY. Applications are invited for the post 
of FULL-TIME SECRETARY AND AGENT. 
Salary and conditions according to the National 
Party scale, plus war bonus. Forms upon 
which application is to be made can be obtained 
from the Secretary, H. Greenwood, Weavers’ 
Institute, Todmorden, to whom they must be 
returned not later than April 30th, 1946, 


BARKSTON ASH DIVISIONAL LABOUR 
PARTY invite applications for the post of 
FULL-TIME AGENT. Salary and conditions 
in accordance with National Agreement. Forms 
of application can be obtained from Ald. 
Frank Smithson, J.P., 94 The Green, Acomb, 
York, to whom they must be returned by 
April 30. 


FOR SALE: 
Gestetner Duplicator (hand) in 
perfect condition; willing to show 


samples; Price £32 or nearest; 
Write to Miss B. Jobson, 108, 
Lansdowne Road, Notting Hill 


Gate, London, W.11. 


A MESSAGE FROM 
HERBERT 


DRINKWATER 


Yess, imido .gei the “LE Osamaud 
read every line. It keeps very, 
very good, and is increasingly 
useful. I hope the circulation 1s 
now what it deserves to be. I 
can’t understand any secretary or 
earnest worker thinking he can get 


along and make the best of his , 
organisation without the benefit of | 


the brains and information that is 
put into the “L.O.” 
HERBERT DRINKWATER, 
Founder and Former Editor 
OF Loe 


Tell Your Party Membera| 


About the 


‘““LABOUR ORGANISER”? | 
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Standing orders should be 


placed for at least six months. 


Cash should accompany all 
orders and be addressed to:— 
THE LABOUR PARTY, 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT, 
TRANSPORT House, 
SMITH SQuarE, 
Lonpon, S.W.1 


TO GUARD AGAINST LOSS— 
Cheques and Postal Orders should 
be made payable to the Labour 
Party and crossed ‘“& Co.” 
Treasury Notes or Cash must be 
sent by registered post. 
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LABOUR 
MARCHES ON 


Labour has stormed the County 
Halls, these former strongpoints of 
Toryism. With approximately 450 
Labour gains in the county council 
elections, it is clear that the swing to 
the Left continues. 

Labour now has complete control 
of eleven county councils, some of them 
the most important in the country. 
Counties which were previously 
Labour-controlled—London, Durham, 
Glamorgan, and Monmouth—all had 
increased Labour majorities. 

The seven councils won by Labour 
are Essex, Middlesex, Northumber- 
land, Derbyshire, Notts, Stafford, and 
the West Riding of Yorkshire. Con- 
gratulations to all seyen! 

But as well as these outstanding 
victories, large Labour groups will 
make their presence felt in other 
county areas still controlled by the 
Conservatives or their “Independent” 
allies. Even in areas previously con- 
sidered hopeless, serious inroads were 
made into the Tory defences, and 
many of the results offer great hope 
for the future. 

We know full well how hard the 
readers of this journal—“the organ- 
isers of victory,” to use the Prime 
Minister’s ‘fine phrase—have worked 
to make these successes possible. 


We know, too, that they are in no 


danger of becoming “dizzy with suc- 
cess,” and that they have carefully 
noted any weaknesses in organisation 
and tactics which could be remedied 
in the future. 

For—let us face it—the results were 
good but they could have been better. 
Impossible weather conditions in a 
number of areas helped the Tories 
with their fleets of cars. There was 
a good deal of apathy, probably owing 
to the fact that we have had three 
important elections within eight 
months and even the patient British 
voter gets a little tired of so much 
electioneering. 


All in all, however, Labour people 
can feel very proud indeed that we 
have kept on the winning path and 
that there has been no reaction to our 
pislerts victories in July and Novem- 

er. 


We have now a breathing space 
before the next municipal elections in 


November. Let us use this period 
to review and_ strengthen our 
party and_ election machinery, 


for we should never forget that the 
retention of political power offers the 
sternest possible test to any party. 

We have won power, we have been 
trusted greatly by the people of 
Britain. | Let us work now to hold 
that power and keep that trust. 
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and the C.P. issue 


Your D.L.P. 


By JACK CUTTER 


Right up to the time of the General 
Election of last year there was a school 
of “thought” which found some sup- 
port for an argument on the following 
lines ;— 

“The Labour Party will never be 
able, unaided and alone, to cope with 
the Tory Party when the election 
comes. If they attempt to do so the 
Tories will win the election, for not 
only is Labour not strong enough to 
combat the Tories, but the other ‘pro- 
gressive’ parties will run candidates 
and Labour will lose seats even in 
their strongholds because of the split 
in the anti-Government vote. There- 
fore Labour ought to reach an agree- 
ment with the other ‘progressive’ 
parties, namely the Communist Party, 
Common Wealth and possibly even 
the I.L.P, to ensure that in no case 
more than one anti-Tory candidate 
appears before the electorate.” 


It seems crazy now, but that was 
the argument. Hang it all, it was 
advanced only a few months ago and 
you remember it as clearly as | do. 


Prophets of Doom 


When the Labour Party failed to be 
impressed and insisted on going to the 
electorate as an independent political 
force with its own candidates, policy 
and programme, disaster and doom 
were prophesied. A number of Trade 
Unions affiliated to the Labour Party 
heard speeches delivered with much 
force and eloquence on the subject at 
their annual conferences and were per- 
suaded, usually by narrow majorities, 
to pass Motions in favour of the affilia- 
tion of the Communist Party to the 
Labour Party as a means of surmount- 
ing this apparently grave danger of a 
split in the anti-Tory vote when the 
election came. 


The election is now history. Labour 
stuck to its Conference decisions and 
endorsed its 600 candidates on its own 
policy without commitments to or 
agreements with any other political 
organisation. The Communist Party 
opposed Labour candidates in 20 con- 
stituencies and in every case appeared 
to direct their campaign not against 
the Tory candidates but in bitter and 


spleen-ridden opposition to the Labour 
candidates. 

The result proved with underlined 
emphasis that the Labour Party dect- 


‘ sions were right and that the prophets 


of electoral disaster couldn’t have been 
more wrong. 


The Communist vote was negligible. 
Labour dominated the election on 
radio, platform, hoarding and door- 
step. All that the Communist Party 
did was to rob us of an extra seat or | 
two which might have brought our 
total strength up to around 400 mem- | 
bers instead of a few short of that | 
number. | 

| 
i 


Typical C.P. Effrontery 


With that typical effrontery and | 
contempt of logic which seems to be} 
a condition of membership of the! 
Communist Party, precisely the same 
group of Bourbons who prompted the | 
discredited Labour - can’t - win - alone 
argument are at it again campaigning | 
for C.P. affiliation at the Whitsun| 


Conference of the Labour Party. 
Believe it or not, those Unions| 


which passed supporting motions | 
during the war and in pre-election | 
circumstances, are still bound by their! 
constitutions to support the outworn} 
and discredited affiliation case, since; 
exposed in all its absurdity. 


The situation is grotesque and! 
would be ludicrous if the whole future 
of the British Labour Movement were} 
not at stake. | 

Nothing would more speedily revive} 
the Tory Party’s fortunes than C.P.\ 
affiliation to the Labour Party. Neve 
at any previous time has the Labou 
Party been more united and confiden 
than now. C.P. affiliation would a 
once put an end to that. 


What Would Happen? | 


Mass resignations, uncertainty, in- 
ternal manoeuvring for positions. 
sharp decline of Party morale—alll 
these would within a few months de- 
mote the Labour Party from _ its 
present position as the most powerful 
political force in the nation and the 
strongest association of social demo- 


’ 
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crats in the world, to a divided rabble 
of wrangling elements, uncertain of its 
policy, divided in its direction and 
faltering in its leadership. 

If you think the picture is over- 
painted take a look at the personnel of 
the Communist Party membership in 
your own constituency and imagine 
them at your Party meetings, free to 
move resolutions, nominate and select 
candidates, appoint officers and partici- 
pate in your Party’s management! 

Take a look at those Parties which 
have allowed themselves to be dom- 
inated by Communists or their fellow 
travellers in the past. 

They are the ineffective Parties, 
trresolute and inefficient, out of 
touch with the electorate and closed 
shops to mass memberships. 


D.L.P.’s Must Be There 


Whilst some Unions are committed 
to cast their Conference votes on a 
pre-election decision taken in war- 
time circumstances, every Divisional 
Labour Party ard Federation is free to 
decide in the light of present-day con- 
ditions in the post-war world with a 
majority Labour Government elected 
in its own policy and getting on with 
its job without commitments to any 
other organisation. Therefore, in order 


that this issue may be settled once 
and for all it is of urgent importance 
that the D.L.P.s should be fully repre- 
sented at Conference this Whitsun to 
vote for their own independence. 


It is to be hoped that no Party will 
decide to forego its delegation to save 
expense. It is bad business for a Party 
to accept the offer of someone who is 
going as a delegate from his Union 
and is prepared to give a Conference 
Report. Or to vote that its Member or 
Candidate is to be present at Confer- 
ence in an ex-officio capacity and can 
present a report thus saving delega- 
tion costs. 


Thus your members would be dis- 
franchised in the Party’s Parliament 
and a basic right of membership 
denied to them. This year no self- 
respecting Party will let its delegation 
go by default. This year no self- 
respecting Party will miss the oppor- 
tunity to keep the Labour Party firmly 
on its own path, unencumbered by 
alliances with other political forces. 


Let us be rid for good of this annual 
controversy. Full D.L.P. representation 
and a united D.L.P. vote for indepen- 
dence thrown in with that of the 
unions which have not tied their 
hands will accomplish this and rid us 
of this OLD MAN OF THE CPP. 


Souvenir of 
Victory 


Aberavon D.L.P. have issued a 
grand memento of Victory Year—a 
combination Annual Report and 
Souvenir of Victory. 

Splendidly produced on fine paper, 
this is a publication which any party 
would be proud to distribute among 
its membership. 

Congratulations to Alderman W. H. 
Vaughan, general secretary of the 
‘Party, who was responsible for this fine 
effort. 

A neat table in the Victory Souvenir 
illustrates vividly the local and national 
‘progress of Labour since 1918. 

Further geod news from Aberavon 
is that the individual membership 
almost doubled last year. 


Profitable 
Propaganda 


The printing of material for local 
elections need not be a financial lia- 
bility to the Party as the Hornchurch 
Divisional Labour Party has clearly 
shown. 


Following the example of the 
National Executive Committee at the 
General Election, the Divisional Labour 
Party issued at the local elections a 
well-produced pamphlet entitled 
“Hornchurch Faces the Future.” The 
‘sales of the document have realised a 
profit of approximately £30. Horn- 
church is thus making the electors pay 
for their education. The Hornchurch 
Division is a new one carved out of the 
old Romford Division, and it is cer- 
tainly an up-to-the-minute and enter- 
prising Party. 
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An Agent Goes to France 


By IAN A. MILNER 
(West Harrow D.L.P. Secretary and Agent at General Election) 


I was privileged to visit France dur- 
ing the month of November, 1945, at 
the invitation of the French Ministry 
of Information, to lecture in selected 
towns on matters connected with the 
Labour Party and the British Trade 
Union Movement. 

I selected as my subjects the follow- 
ing :— 

“The activities of the British Trade 
Union Movement in the anti-Nazi 
propaganda.” 

“The duties and functions 
British Election Agent.” 

It is in connection with the latter 
that I was fortunate enough to obtain 
a very comprehensive list of the vari- 
ous forms which we use in our General 
Elections and By-Elections from Mr. 
Croft, together with advice upon 
which subjects to concentrate, of 
which I certainly availed myself to the 
fullest degree. 

When lecturing, therefore, on this 
subject, I carefully pretended that an 
election was occurring, and took my 
forms as I had had to do during the 
1945 election. In this way, I was able 
to trace for our French friends the 
daily developments from Nomination 
and the Appointment of Agent to the 
ultimate return of expenses. 

I invariably welcomed questions, 
and often retaliated by asking ques- 
tions from my hearers as to their own 
procedure, and I found, as a result, 
that there were considerable differ- 
ences between our system and theirs. 


No Agent! 

They were most interested in the 
form describing the pact for 
bribery and other illegalities. Owing 
to Mr. Croft’s kindness, I was able to 
leave in the hands of the Secretary of 
the Rennes Socialist Party, and of some 
in Clermont-Ferrand, copies of this 
and other documents. The comments 
made by all seemed to indicate sur- 
prise that we had placed such tight 
control upon methods of obtaining 
voters. 

My description of the appointment 
and subsequent powers of the Election 
Agent interested them, from the 
angle that no such person seems to 
exist in the French electoral system, 


of a 


the candidate calling together a band 
of his devotces and proceeding to 
undertake all the business with them. 
Oh Yeah! 

I explained the fact that we were 
only allowed to spend the sum of sd. 
per elector in Urban and Town Areas, 
and 6d. in large Country constituen- 
cies. The answer would be best exem- 
plified by the American’s oh yeah! 
It took me quite a long time to con- 
vince them that it was not permitted 
by law to expend more than the statu- 
tory limits, and that greater expendi- 
ture would unseat the candidate, if 
successful, and receive severe punish- 
ment under the law. 

It was suggested that under the 
counter methods might be _ utilised, 
and they were nearly incredulous 
when I said that, after the return of 
expenses, the return could be investi- 
gated by all opposing candidates or 
their agents. The general comment 
was that if they had had some such 
system in France some of the parties 
concerned would not be in such great 
strength in the Constituent Assembly. 


This comment made me_ enquire | 
what their procedure was, and, if I | 


gathered aright, there was a restriction | 


between parties as to the number of | 


varieties of propaganda 


pamphlets 
which could be 


issued, but not in 


the quantities, thus ensuring that the | 
wealthy party could issue a far greater 


number than its opponents. 
Contracting-In Curiosity 


Curiosity was always expressed as to 


the relations existing between the 
British Trade Unions and the Labour 
Party. I had to explain the contracting- 
in clause (now so soon to be removed 
at last) and showed that the Trade 
Unions were more or less the father of 
a son who now had reached adult 
state, and who now, to the regret of 
some was holding the key to the door, 
but that relations were such that this 
son still had financial support from 
his father, 

All of my hearers were wishful that 
similar relations existed between them- 
selves and the C.G.T., but feared that 


this happy state would never be real- 
ised. 
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At Rennes, I was provided with a 
blackboard, and was able to demon- 
strate the results of daily canvass. The 
French have, to some extent some 
similar arrangements, but, from what 
I could gather, were not so thorough. 


Many Labour Halls 


This led to a discussion upon the 
number of supporters of the Labour 
Party in England, and when I said 
that we were supported at the General 
Election by some _ 12,000,000 voters, 
envy was definitely in their eyes. 

I gathered that the individual mem- 
bership of the respective parties did 
not exceed some 300,000, and that they 
were therefore rarely able to count on 
much active support throughout the 
country; that the maze of parties 
made the situation even more difficult, 
because supporters of one party to-day 
might be of a different party to-mor- 
row to a far greater extent than in 
Britain. 


In one thing only did I envy them, 
and that was in the fact that even in 
the smallest towns there was always a 
Labour Hall, a shop, where publica- 
tions could be bought, where the 
Party paper was available for inspec- 
tion, where there was a Wall (un Mur) 
where the Party propaganda was 
vistble to passers-by. 


I could not but see that if we had 
such a facility in every town and 
larger village in this country, the 
actual facts could be placed before the 
people, and the distortions (not to give 
them another word) perpetrated by 
our recently-beaten opponents would 
not penetrate very far. 


I am grateful to my French friends 
for the way they entertained me, and 
I can but hope that the papers I left 
with them will be of use to them in 
obtaining some improvement in their 
new constitution when it is enacted. 


THE HOUSE THAT LABOUR FILLS (Continued from page 8) 


party meeting and has not been shared 
by ihe whole membership. 

And what about the Party’s fight- 
ing qualities, its debating power, its 
Capacity to stand up to the Tories and 
to Churchill? Those questions are 
answered already in the account I 
have given of a party which thor- 
oughly believes in itself. The roles 
are indeed reversed. The braggart 
qualities of a dominant Toryism are 
seen no more. On the back benches 
their capacity reaches little higher 
than their futile prayers for annulment 
of orders and the chattering and vain 
repetitions in which their devotional 
and Parliamentary exercises are ex- 
pressed. The most they can do is to 
keep the House from going home. to 
its bed at a reasonable hour. 

There are occasional flashes of 
genius on the Tory front bench from 
men like Eden and Stanley. But the 
rest of them are just mediocre like 
Macmillan who pompously announced 
one night the Tories would divide the 
House and was then repudiated by 
Eden after an open quarrel on the 
front bench. The House did not 
divide and Macmillan stayed sulkily 
at home for a few days before recover- 
ing himself. I don’t know that 
Churchill is in much better case on 
the beaches of Miami. His party no 
more trusts him as a leader. 


Great Speaking Capacity 

But on the Labour benches there is 
really great “speaking” capacity. 
Vernon Bartlett said it filled him with 
astonishment and admiration to watch 
the new Labour men come in one 
after the other, delivering speeches 


‘without the aid of notes, invariably 


vital and interesting, and couched in 
terms which the most practised were 
forced to envy. Yes, these men are not 
the same as we who came from the 
hurly-burly of Trade Union organisa- 
tion or the soap-box of the street 
corner orater. 


Theirs have been the secondary 
school debating society, the technical 
college, the university. They are a 
good lot; different, yet the same. For 
the spirit of Socialism and Humanity 
breathes triumphant in this Parlia- 
ment and the men and women who 
sit on the Labour benches whatever 
be the stratum of their educational 
accomplishment have inhaled it 
deeply and breathe it forth again in 
nearly every.speech that is made. 


For the most part our front line men 
are worthy of their supporters not 
least Clem Attlee, who preserves mid 
all his glamorous opportunity and 
temptation a fine modesty of spirit and 
a worthiness which belongs only to 
the genuine Socialist. 
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AN OLD CAMPAIGNER WRITES OF— 


The House That Labour Fills 


By J. H. HUDSON, 'M.P. 


It’s something of an experience for 
an old Socialist street corner man like 
myself to turn up suddenly and un- 
expectedly in a House of Commons 
like this. Few of the new men have 
had the rough and tumble of propa- 
ganda which, forty years ago, we so 
loved and from which the Labour 
Movement so greatly profited. Some 
of the old hands are still in Parlia- 
ment, and now and again the old stuff 
comes out. 

But these are the new days of con- 
struction. Not that the old laws of 
building have lost their significance 
because we’re up out of the found- 
ations and working in the open where 
everyone can see what’s going on! 
Actually, our knowledge of and 
fervour for Socialism is more than 
ever necessary today. From what I 
have seen and heard of them, how- 
ever, there’s plenty of it among the 
occupants of the benches behind the 
Government. 

After nearly fourteen years’ absence 
from the House, nothing has struck 
me more than the unexpectedly 
pacific character of its very military 
occupants. We weren’t in the habit 
of running our internationalism, in 
the days which I remember, under the 
guise of His Majesty’s Uniform. These 
Lieutenant-Colonels and Captains and 
Commanders and Heaven knows what 
out of war’s dispensations have drifted 
almost thicker on to the Labour than 
the Tory benches. 

Unity in Diversity 

There’s nothing surprises me as a 
pacifist more than the inherent anti- 
war attitude of many of them. After 
all, they know what it costs not to be 
international; and although some of 
them sound pretty painful when they 
deliver themselves in favour of con- 
scription, they have yet to learn, and 
no doubt will learn that they will find 
a lot of trouble before they perman- 
ently and compulsorily deliver their 
youthful constituents into the hands 
of the Sergeant-Major and the Press- 
gang. 

IT think that’s the main thing I feel 
about the Labour Party in this Parlia- 
ment. It possesses unity despite the 


diversity of its units. Its members are 
quickly finding their common ground. 

They were elected when the tide of 
war was at full flood. The Japanese 
war had still to be won and men and 
women with “peaceful intentions” 
were something of an anachronism. 
Yet, here they are, the peacemakers 
side by side with the uniforms. It takes 
all sorts to make a party. But a party 
it is beyond a shadow of a doubt; and 
the Tories know it. 

Nothing struck me so much, early 
in the life of this Parliament, as the 
way several of its younger and more 
brilliant members were turning their 
minds from the ideology and language 
of war time. 

One sensed it in the broad human- 
ity—the only sure basis on which to 
build a Socialist idealism—with which 
men like Michael Foot and Dick Cross- 
man voiced their pleas for the hungry 
peoples of Europe. The situation is 
pretty desperate now in the ex-enemy 
countries but the party was not with- 
out its prophets among its young men 
to warn the nation whither it was 
heading. 


Spirit of Tolerance 


It is the sense of the fuller life with- 
in itself, not yet fully revealed—but I 
am sure it will be revealed—which has 
deepened the party’s spirit of toler- 
ance. I was always irritated in the past 
when I had to read the jeers of the 
Liberal fuglemen, that Labour was 
hide-bound in its standing orders and 
the spirit of liberty had been over- 
whelmed in the political disasters 
which had befallen the Liberal Party. 

At no time was this charge true; 
and least of all now, It has been amus- 
ing to read the comments on _ the 


decision of the Party to put its stand-— 


ing orders in cold storage and rely in- 


stead on the sense of responsibility — 


for the Party’s welfare in each of its 
members. The hacks of the older par- 
ties cannot understand it. 

The short speech in which Herbert 
Morrison announced the Party deci- 
sion on this matter was immeasurably 
one of the best he has made. 
pity it had to be made in a private 

(Continued on previous page) 
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ALL SET FOR THE CHANGE-OVER ?2 


Trade Unions and Political Action 
By GEORGE R. SHEPHERD (National Agent) 


It will be useful at this time with 
the approaching end of the Trade Dis- 
putes and Trade Unions Act, 1929, to 
review the Trade Union Act, 1913, in 
order to prepare the Party and the 
Unions for the change over. 

The Trade Union Act, 1913, was in- 
troduced by the Liberal Government 
of the day, dependent as it was for 
existence on the support of the Irish 
Nationalist Party and the Labour 
Party. Its introduction was pressed on 
the Government by the Labour Party 
because of a decision of the House of 
Lords in the Osborne Case, supporting 
a decision of the Court of Appeal that 
the affiliation of Trade Unions to the 
Labour Party was contrary to the pur- 
poses of the Trade Union Acts 1871 on- 
wards. The new measure did not meet 
entirely the wishes of the Labour 
movement, but it did conform largely 
thereto and was accepted as the best 
that could be obtained at that time. 


Five Objects 

The Act in the first place gave 
authority to Trade Unions, subject to 
a ballot vote of all the members, to 
adopt the following political objects 
(without prejudice to the furtherance 
of any other political objects) and to 
expend money thereon out of the 
political fund of the Union. 

(a) on the payment of any expenses 
incurred either directly or indirectly 
by a candidate or prospective candt- 
date for election to Parliament or to 
any public office, before, during, or 
after the election in connection with 
his candidature or election; or 

(b) on the holding of any meeting 
or the distribution of any literature or 
documents in support of any such 
candidate or prospective candidate; or 

(c) an the maintenance of any per- 
son who is a member of Parliament or 
who holds a public office; or 

(d) in connection with the registra- 
tion of electors or the selection of a 
candidate for Parliament or any pub- 
lic office; or 

(e) on the holding of political meet- 
ings of any kind, or on the distribu- 
tion of political literature or political 
documents of any kind, unless the 
main. purpose of the meetings or of 
the distribution of the literature or 


documents is the furtherance of statu- 
tory objects within the meaning of 
this Act. 


Political Fund 

The political fund of a trade union 
can be derived either from a levy im- 
posed on its members or by the trans- 
fer of money from another fund of 
the union. In a majority of cases 
unions imposed a levy and had it col- 
lected separately from other union 
dues which had the effect of creating 
the maximum amount of difficulty. 
The unions which adopted the transfer 
of money from other funds to the 
political fund met with greatest suc- 
cess and enlarged their field of activ- 
ity. In the forthcoming change over 
this aspect will have to receive both 
careful and intelligent review. 

Trade union members who object to 
making a contribution to the political 
fund of their union have the right to 
exempt themselves from the fund. 
They can do so by completing the 
following notice and returning it to 
the appropriate union officer. 


INamenon sbradenU mio leceonnascenaiees 


POLITICAL FUND (EXEMPTION 
NOTICE) 

I hereby give notice that I object 

to contribute to the Political Fund of 


THOM aren tr tere ete parartenie tetera 
Union, and am in consequence exempt, 
in the manner provided for by the 
Trade Union Act, 1913, from con 
tributing to that fund. 


PA Diy see eins sebetls cts ecaaiskeiads saddest 


A Soraneih Gay VOMe snes esate cane LO 


It should be added that it is part of 
the duties of unions to acquaint mem- 
bers with their rights in the matter. 
The effect of exemption of a member 
is either to save him from the imposi- 
tion of a levy or to credit him in his 
union contributions with an estimated 
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sum being his share of money passed 
from other funds of the union into the 
political fund, 


The Procedure 

As some readers of the “Labour 
Organiser” may be members of trade 
unions which have not yet adopted 
political rules it may be well to des- 
cribe in simple ferm the procedure to 
be followed, 

(a) The Executive Committee, or the 
governing body of a Union, has 
authority to pass a resolution in favour 
of political action in model terms 
recommended by the Registrar of 
Friendly Societies. 

(b) Immediately thereafter the 
Executive Committee adopts a set of 
political rules for inclusion in the 
rules of the union. A set of model 
rules for the purpose is provided by 
the Registrar, but they can be 
adapted for the purposes of a particu- 
lar union if the amendments come 
within the scope of the Act. 

(c) After the draft rules have been 
submitted to the Registrar and have 
been approved by him, a ballot vote 
of the membership of the Union is 
taken and on the back of the ballot 
paper must be printed in due order 
the rules approved. 


(d) The ballot vote may be a postal 
one through the General Office of the 
Union; a ballot vote Branch by 
Branch, or a ballot vote Branch by 
Branch with the votes counted cen- 
trally. 1 bare majority of votes cast 
in the ballot vote will determine the 
issue. 


In Difficulties 


Many unions have placed themselves 
in difficulties when adopting rules. 
The wiser organisations have inserted 
a provision therein giving the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Union authority 
to alter rules on behalf of the union. 
In a political movement because of 
the changes that may be necessary 
from time to time this is a very wise 
provision and to be encouraged. 


In conclusion it may be interesting 
to add that any registered union or 
any unregistered union to which the 
registrar has issued a certificate can 
adopt political rules. The registrar is 
very willing to give advice and to 
provide documents for the assistance 
of Executive Committees. An Annual 
Report must be sent by the Unions to 
the Registrar giving particulars of the 
political fund and the number of 
members contributing thereto. 


THE FIGHTING FRONT 


The second Parliamentary Candi- 
date to be chosen for the next General 
Election is Mr. Cyril Morgan, a barris- 
ter and a pharmaceutical chemist, for 
the Wells Division of Somerset. Mr. 
Morgan was also the candidate in 1945. 
' The Wells Division first ran a candi- 
date at the General Election of 1922, 
and, with the exception of the General 
Election 1931, it has nominated a can- 
didate on every occasion since. 

The Labour vote until last year fluc- 
tuated between 1,713 and 5,716, and it 
almost goes without saying that the 
Labour Candidate was always at the 
bottom of the poll. In 1945 however, 
the Labour Party missed victory by 
2,465 only, polled 10,539 votes and 
forced Lady Bonham Carter, the 
Chairman of the Liberal Organisation 
into the third position. 

The County of Somerset, where 
Wells is situated, on the whole did 
very well indeed. Seats were won at 
Frome and at Taunton, and _ the 
Labour candidates polled 16,641 in 
Yeovil, missing victory by 174 votes 
only, and 20,542 in Weston-super- 
Mare. 


AGENTS’ SALARIES GO UP 


The National Executive Com- 
mittee following a meeting of the 
Adjustments Board has favourably 
considered the application of the 
National Union of Labour Organ- 
isers and Election Agents for a 
new salary scale for Constituency 
Agents. The standard scale 
hitherto in cperation has been {£260 
per annum rising to £310 per 
annum by five yearly instalments 
of f10 each. In addition Con- 


stituency Agents have recently 


been in receipt of a War Bonus of 
£65 per annum. 

The new salary scale is to com- 
mence at £325 per annum rising to 
£400 per annum by five yearly 
instalments of f15 per annum. 
The War Bonus has been merged 
into salaries. 

Those Constituency Agents who 
were on the original salary scale 
will receive increases commensu- 
rate with the above. 

The new scales will be paid as 
from 1st April, 1945. 
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THE COUNTIES SWING LEFT 


Essex Leads the East 
By WILFRED YOUNG 


Twenty-six net gains, and a 
majority! So came the news from 
Essex. For the past twelve months 
they spared no effort to go into the 
fight fully equipped to gain power for 
the first time in the County’s history. 
The Federation machinery worked 
smoothly and well, and great credit is 
due to all for the tremendously 
gratifying results achieved. Well 
done, Essex! 


Of Norroik’s 16 gains no praise is 
to high. It was an excellent collective 
effort against tremendous organising 
and financial disabilities; and doubt- 
less many lessons learned will be 
borne in mind when making future 
preparations. 


BEDFORDSHIRE did wonderfully well 
to leap from 2 to 18 seats, 8 of the 
gains coming from Luton and 5 others 
from Bedford. The vast increase in 
active membership was reflected in 
these tip-top results. Better Feder- 
ation machinery may have produced 
even greater results, and this is a 


matter which needs immediate 
consideration. 
The terrible weather’ militated 


against greater success in HERTFORD- 
SHIRE, where we gained g additional 
seats, making 18 in all. Actually 
nine seats were lost by less than 100 


votes in each case, and doubtless the 
blizzard hampered considerably the 
effectiveness of splendid Federation 
machinery. 


The same foul weather seriously 
affected the results in East and West 
SUFFOLK, especially in the West, 
where 4 seats were lost in the Sudbury 
constituency by 9, 13, 28 and 42 votes, 
respectively. It is clear that we must 
have many more candidates and an 
infinitely better machine in the future. 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE, where only 4 
Labour candidates entered the field, 
yielded 2 expected victories. 


Frankly, CamsBripGESHIRE did not 
come up to expectations, and two otf 
the four gains was poor compensation 
for the hard work done by the 
Cambridge Borough Labour Party’s 
new Agent. Here again the Feder- 
ation machinery needs drastic over- 
hauling and this is a job to tackle at 
once. 


Can any good political thing come 
out of the IsLE or Ery? The new 
beginning puts the answer in the 
affirmative. This was the first time 
that Labour candidates entered the 
field; and to record 6 victories from 
21 contests is a grand start which 
augurs well for the future. 


West Riding Is Ours 


By A. L. WILLIAMS 


Labour controls the West Riding 
County Council for the first time. 
Fifty-two Labour councillors were re- 
turned in the elections on March 2nd. 
By an agreement between the parties 
on the County Council, Labour is en- 
titled to seventeen aldermanic seats, 
bringing the total Labour strength up 
to sixty-nine in a council of 120. 

Tne victory was won by a gain of 
fourteen ;seats. | Unfortunately, two 
Labour seats were lost, so that the 


net gain was twelve seats. Twenty- 
seven Labour candidates were re- 
turned unopposed. Thirteen had to 
defend their seats and forty-five fought 
for seats held by our opponents. 
There was no Labour candidate in 
only five of the ninety seats. 

Though the anti-Labour’ forces des- 
cribed themselves variously as Con- 
servative, Liberal, Progressive, Anti- 
Socialist and Independent, in only 
three cases did the Labour candidate 
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face more than one opponent. Conser- 
vatives denied that they had any ofh- 
cial connection with the Conservative 
Central Office, despite the fact that 
their campaign headquarters were at 
the same address as the Conservative 
Central Office (Yorkshire Area). 

Most Labour candidates used the 
election address published centrally of 
which 357,400 were printed. A well- 
illustrated broadsheet “The West 
Riding Elector” had a circulation of 
188,500 copies. , 

Anti-Labour publicity was poor, but 
election day organisation was better 
than ours in many instances, especi- 


ally the number of cars available for 
bringing voters to the poll. 

An earlier selection of candidates, a 
more thorough canvass and better poll- 
ing day machinery would have re- 
sulted in several additional Labour 
gains. 

Twenty Labour candidates were 
nominated in the East Riding causing 
more contests than ever before in the 
history of the County Council. Three 
only were successful, but as there was 
only one Labour member on the Coun- 
cil previous to the election this repre- 
sents a three-fold increase of Labour 
strength. 


London ‘‘Forges The Link” 
By HINLEY ATKINSON 


A Labour London County Council 
has been returned for its third term 
of office, at the end of which it wili 
have been in power for 15 years, in- 
cluding the period of the world war. 


The Tories, having at long last 
1ecognised that as Municipal “Re- 
formers” they were discredited, came 
out under their true colours as Con- 
servative candidates, No longer have 
we the outworn pretence, for electoral 
advantage, that local government is 
non-political. 


The tools of victory were in Labour’s 
hands. It had a record of striking 
achievement which supported its 
slogan “Labour Gets Things Done”; 
a solid programme for London’s needs; 
experienced and _ trusted leadership 
supported by a fine team of can- 
didates; constituency machinery in 
working order, the directive and 
publicity resources of the London 
Labour Party. 


As in 1937, the London Labour 
Party produced ample literature stating 
Labour’s case. Nearly 2 million elec- 
tion addresses were supplied to the 59 
contested constituencies, supported by 


% million copies of “London Pride,” 
an eight-page photogravure news- 
sheet, %4 million two-colour leaflets, 
50,000 double - crown, two - colour 
posters in three designs, a pamphlet 
“What Labour Has Done for London” 
and an all-London display of 16 and 
32-sheet posters. 


In arctic weather, rarely so severe 
or so prolonged in London, our Party 
members ensured by door to door dis- 
tribution that the electors were well- 
acquainted with Labour’s programme. 
‘Canvassing fell down badly under 
weather conditions with the result that 
the full Labour vote was far from 
harvested. , 


London Labour is not entirely satis- 
fied with the result but it scored 
another great victory. Forty-five of 
forty-eight Parliamentary seats held 
by Labour now return two members 
to the L.C.C. The score is 90 Labour, 
30 Tory, 4 others. London is now 
three-fourths Labour in its Parliament- 
ary, L.C.C. and Borough Council 
representation. It has “Forged the 
Link.” Good New Labour London! 


MORTON’S FOR STATIONERY 


Write for samples and new List of ENVELOPES, DUPLICATIN 

PAPERS, STENCILS, INKS, TYPEWRITER RIBBONS and CARBONS, 
etc. as supplied to scores of Labour Party and Trade Union Offices. 
MORTON’S, 52 TULSE HILL . 


LONDON, S.W.2 
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Derby and Notts. Won 


By TOM BAXTER 


In the East Midlands Labour has 
just fought ‘its first real battle for 
power on the County Councils. Never 
before has the Party put up sufficient 
candidates to be more than a minority 
group in any County. Our objective 
had to be a bridge-head inside the 
three County Councils in the wide 
open spaces of Lincolnshire and in the 
smallest County of England, Rutland. 
Miracles of “candidate finding” had 
to take place and the experience 
should be sufficient to convince all 
that we shall not get the quality, 
apart from the quantity, of candidates 
until some standard payment for the 
lost working time for public repre- 
sentatives is achieved. 

Two Counties in the East Midlands 
have been won for Labour for the first 
time. The Derbyshire and Notting- 
hamshire Labour Parties intended to 
win and everybody concerned deserves 
congratulations. It is no mean achieve- 
ment to have overthrown the feudal 
influence of the Devonshires and 
Portlands. In every County we have 
made progress despite the vile weather. 


The South of England will no doubt 
support our plea for Local Elections 
in the middle of the year. Those who 
object should be compelled to canvass 
in February! 

The Regional Council directed and 
assisted in countless ways. The daily 
correspondence trom _ Candidates, 
Agents and Local Party Secretaries 
was immense. After examining the 
wide variations in lay-out, and matter, 
of Borough Council Election Addres- 
ses, bold action was decided upon and 
an illustrated standard lay-out and 
Model Election Address were pre- 
pared, printed and circulated. Stereos 
of the design were sold at cost price 
and the appreciation of Local Parties 
and Candidates was abounding. 
Another designed Election Address 
has been prepared and circulated for 
the Urban and Rural Elections. Orders 
more than justify the venture. Both 
desigus strike the note of “working 
with the Labour Government” and 
the “Labour Councillors working as a 
team.” 


Big Gains in North-West 


By REG. WALLIS 


As was expected Labour made con- 
siderable gains in the County elections 
in Lancashire, Cheshire and Westmor- 
land. 

In Lancashire where 89 candidatures 
were promoted for 120 seats the Party 
becomes for the first time the largest 
Party in the county, the states of the 
parties being: 


Labour ... sist ae 49 
Conservative... — 48 
Independents ... Ae 16 
Liberals seh fod 7 


Total 120 


Considerable difficulty was _ ex- 
perienced in securing candidates for 
many areas, especially the wide-flung 
agricultural areas in North Lancashire 
and even in some of the industrial 
areas extreme difficulty was encoun- 
tered in finding candidates who could 


spare the time to attend meetings at 
the County Offices at Preston. The 
nett gain.of 19 seats includes one new 
woman county councillor and amongst 
the 49 representatives there are now 
three women County Councillors. 

In Cheshire the difficulty of securing 
candidates was even greater than in 
Lancashire and in industrial centres 
like Stalybridge and Dukinfield in the 
north-eastern corner wf the county 
which presented the opportunity of 
Labour gains, no candidates could be 
found with the time available to travel 
to Crewe and Chester. As a conse- 
quence, the number of candidatures 
promoted was limited, and the gain of 
seven seats bringing the total number 
of councillors to 13 was considered 
satisfactory. 

In Westmorland, where hitherto 
there were only two Labour repre- 
sentatives, two gains were recorded. 
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Twilight of the Gentlemen 
By FRANK SHEPHERD 


It is Monday, March 11th, 1946. 
The fine old English gentleman stands 
dejectedly by his study fire—no longer 
a County Councillor, only “Esq., J.P.” 
He turns to page four of his County 
newspaper and reads with melancholy 
satisfaction the Editorial regrets on his 
defeat and finds no satisfaction in the 
return of a score or so new Labour 
councillors. Once there had only 
been four Labour councillors and 
they had come from the river bank 
more than 50 miles from his village. 
He turned then to his daily paper and 


there he found recorded the progress 

ot the Labour Party in Southern 

England: 

County Councit ELEectTion RESULTS. 
Netr Lazsour Gains. 


MIDDLESEX 
IEINI © © jsintigniais aseterercleeraisisa teicteeioecars oii 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
AST SUSSEX +. sactecaeenaceesaeres 
WEsT SUSSEX 
BERKSHIRE. = ecaonrtraaseccerteeere 
HAMPSHIRE 


C.P. Opposition 


By CLIFF PROTHERO 


In the County Council Elections we 
gained a number of seats in every 
County in the Principality. It was 
more marked in some Counties than 
in others. For example, we did not 
expect many gains in Glamorgan and 
Monmouth where we had substantial 
majorities prior to the Election. How- 
ever, we had a nett gain of six seats 
in Monmouth, bringing our strength 
on the Council to 50 seats against 16 
for the opposition. 

In Glamorgan we increased our 
majority, and the present position in 
the County is: Labour—s4 seats, 
others—12 seats. In these Industrial 
Counties where Labour has achieved 
so much we were on this occasion 
fought in a number of places by the 


Communists, who so frequently pre- 
tend to be our friends. May this be 
a warning to those of our own Move- 
ment who are sometimes led astray by 
the hypocritical pretence of support 
given us by the Communist Party. 

Special mention must be made of the 
rural County of Anglesey, where we 
gained four seats against tremendous 
odds. In Flintshire we also gained 5 
seats, but were very unfortunate in 
failing to win two more seats; by one 
vote and by the casting vote of the Re- 
turning Office respectively. The vote 
throughout the Principality has proved 
conclusively that the electorate are in 
full support of the Labour Govern- 
ment. 


He Opposed the Duke 


By W. B. LEWCOCK 


In the four Counties in this area, 
a record number of candidates was 
put forward. Durham had 87— 
Northumberland 54—-North Riding 27 
and Cumberland 45. 

Interest in the fight was not con- 
fined to the Industrial Areas as quite 
a number of candidates fought in the 
Rural parts of the Counties. At 
Alnwick, where successive Dukes of 
Northumberland have had unopposed 
returns since County Councils were 
created, the present Duke had a 
Labour opponent, who, although not 
successful, polled very well. In the 


completely Rural districts of Hum- 
shaugh and Islandshire, two Labour 
gains were registered. 

Eleven gains were required to obtain 
control in Northumberland, but as we 
got thirteen, Labour dominates the 
Council with a comfortable margin. 

Durham, as was expected, did well, 
making a net gain of 13 seats and 
leaving only 12 seats out of 117 to our 
opponents. 

The North Riding increased its 
numbers by six, whilst Cumberland, 
getting eight gains, just failed by 
three to capture the Council. 
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New Electoral Regulations 


STATUTORY RULES AND ORDERS, 1946. No. 240 
(Price 1/1 net from H.M. Stationery Office, or through booksellers), 


These new Regulations are in the main a consolidation of all previous Regula- 
tions, and by r.60 of this set the Regulations of 1944 (609), 1945 (271), 1945 (705), 
are revoked. Agents should notice, therefore, that the Regulations they used in 
the last general election are now out of date. 

The registration regulations are related to the new Elections and Jurors’ Act, 
which provides for an annual register applicable to both parliamentary and local 
elections throughout its period. 

REGISTRATION DATES 
Qualifying date—June 3oth, 1946. 

Application to be entered in B.P. Register—on or before July 31st. 

Application to be entered in Ratepayers’ Register—on or before July 31st. 

Civilian and Services Lists—to be published August 15th. 

Business Premises List, Ratepayers’ List—not later than August 29th. 

Claims and Objections—on or before the 14th day after the publication of the Lists. 

Consideration of Claims and Objections—to be completed on or before the 24th 
day after publication of the particular List. 

Applications to be entered in the A.V. List and the Postal Proxy List—before the 
date of Proclamation or the date on which the Writ is received in by-elections. 

Application to be entered in the Service Postal List—to be received four clear days 
at least before the day of nomination. 

Where the last day of the time allowed by these Regulations for any matter 
other than the consideration of Claims and Objections falls on a Sunday, Christmas 
Day, Good Friday or a Bank Holiday, that time shall be extended until the end 
of the next following day which is not one of the above days. (r.51 (2). 

Agents and Secretaries will turn with interest to the series of prescribed forms 
for the various and new classes of Absent Voters for parliamentary elections. 

Form C is the ordinary Absent Voters’ claim on account of occupation or employ- 
ment making a probability of being debarred from voting at a poll. 

Form D is the application by a civilian elector to be put on the Absent Voters’ 
List by reason of 

(a) being at an address other than that on the register where the new 
address is not in the same constituency, or in an excluded area, or 

(b) by reason of physical incapacity whereby an elector may be unable to 
vote in person. (Appended is a certificate to be signed by a registered 
medical practitioner. 

Form E is an application to be put on the Absent Voters’ List. by a civilian elector 
who would have to travel by sea or air from his address to be able to vote in 

erson. 

Pom F is an application of an Absent Voter: to vote by post as the appointed 
proxy for another person on account of any of the conditions mentioned in 
Forms D and E. 

These applications must be made before the date of H.M. Proclamation or in 
the case of a by-election before the date on which the Writ is received. 

The general sections in this new Statutory Order provide for the form of 
register, its preparation and publication, claims and objections, absent voters, 
postal and proxy votes, Service votes, War workers, etc., etc. 

Free copies of the register are provided for by Section 34 which repeats the 
provisions of the previous Regulations. The R.O. is to supply without fee eight 
copies of the register to any person appearing to him genuinely to desire them 
for use in connection with his own or some other person’s candidature (actual or 
prospective), at any parliamentary election which may be held while the register 
is in force, and for the purpose of this provision copies to a number not exceeding 
two in which cne side of every sheet is left blank shall each count as two. It is 
to be noted that in a circular letter sent to R.O.’s by the Home Office on July roth, 
1945, this paragraph occurs:—‘Supply of Electors’ Lists and Registers to party 
agents. It is considered that the arrangements for the supply of copies in accord- 
ance with Regulation 21 (3) of the 1945 Regulations (now Regulation 34 of the 1946 
Regulations) will entitle an electoral registration officer to supply, on request, the 
prescribed number of copies of the October Register and preliminary lists to party 
agents.” 


Labour Party Publications List 


PAMPHLETS: 
“The Rise of the Labour Party.” L.D.S. 1. 


“Fair Shares of Scarce Goods.” L.D.S. 2. rs 
Post free: 1 copy, 3d.; 12 copies, 1s. 6d.; 100 cojies, 10s. 


“About The Labour Party,” by Morgan Phillips. Post free: 1 copy, 3d.; 
12 copies, 1s. 6d.; 100 copies, 12s. 

“Ernest Bevin’s Work In Wartime.” 

“Herbert Morrison’s Work in the War Government.” 
Post free: 1 copy, 3d.; 12 copies, 1s. 9d.; 100 copies, 138.; 500 copies, 
£3 2s. 6d.; 1,000 copies, £6. 

“Plan for Peace,” by Ellen Wilkinson, M.P. 

“Wings for Peace.” 

“National Service for Health.” 

“The Nation’s Food.” 

“Our Land.” 

“International Post-War Settlement.” 

“Full Employment and Financial Policy.” 

“Social Progress in New Zealand,” by the Hon. Walter Nash. 

“Let Us Face the Future.” Post free: 1 copy 3d., 12 1/9, 100 13/-, 500 
£3 2s. 6d., 1,000 £6. 

“Coal and Power.” 

“Post-War Organisation of British Transport.” 

Post free: 1 copy 4d., 12 2/6, 50 8/-, 100 15/-. 

“The Colonies.” Post free: 1 copy 4d., 12 2/6, 50 10/-, 100 17/6. 

“Rent Acts Guide.” Post free: 1 copy 7!Ad., 6 3/-, 12 5/6. 

“Leon Blum Before his Judges.” Post free: 1 copy 1/4, 12 10/-, 50 £2, 100 £3 10s. 

“Party Organisation.” Post free: 1s. 

“Conduct of Parliamentary Election.” Post free: 2s. 6d. 

“Conduct of Local Elections.” Post free: 1s. 3d. 

“Speakers’ Handbook.” Post free: 2s. 6d. 

“Local Government Handbook.” Post free: 1s. 6d. 


SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES: 


Pamphlets and Leaflets—Annual Conference Report (as issued) 5/- per year, 
post free. 


The Labour Press Service (issued fortnightly) 5/- per year, post free. 
Notes for Speakers (issued weekly) 10/- per year, post free, : 
Labour Party Bulletin (issued monthly), 2/- per year, post free. 
Labour Woman (issued monthly), 2/6 per year, post free. 

Labour (issued monthly by the T.U.C.), 3/6 per year, post free. 


COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION (above inclusive)—25/- per year, post free. 
Address all orders to: 


THE LABOUR PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT 
TRANSPORT HOUSE, SMITH SQUARE 
LONDON, S.W.! 
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